
What is your PPS number? 
A PPS number is your Personal Public Service number. It is 
a unique identifier given to you that helps you access social 
welfare benefits and public services in Ireland. You may need 
your PPS number to communicate with public bodies, such as 
the Irish Revenue Commissioners, or persons authorised by 
those bodies to act on their behalf. 

What is the format of PPS number? 
A PPS number is always 7 numbers followed by either one or 
two letters.

How do I find out what my PPS number 
is? 
Your PPS number can be found on tax documents and it is 
often on correspondence from a social welfare or tax office. It 
may also be on your payslip.

How to apply - Irish Residents 
Residents who have not previously been allocated a PPS 
number should attend the PPS number allocation centres for 
the county that they are living in. Evidence of identity and 
address must be provided. Appointments may be booked 
online at www.mywelfare.ie 

How to apply - Non Irish Residents
If you are non-resident, unable to attend because of illness, 
or working abroad, then personal attendance at one of the 
network of PPS number allocation centres is not necessary. 
You can use the Online Enquiry Form to contact Client 
Identity Services (link below) or telephone 1890 927 999 (If you 
are calling from outside the Republic of Ireland + 353 71 967 
2616) to have the necessary forms sent to you in the post.  
https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Personal-Public-Service-
Number-Registration-Centres-by-Count.aspx 

Proof of Identity
Proof of identity is part of the registration procedure and must 
be established before a PPS number is allocated. Documents 
presented may be held for authentication. The following are 
the prescribed documents to accompany a PPS number 
application

Documents that may accompany an application for a PPS 
number:

The following are acceptable evidence of address:
• household utility bill
• official letter/document
• financial statement
• property lease or tenancy agreement
• verified employers letter.

The following are not acceptable as proof of ID
• baptismal certificate
• employment identity cards or personal letters
• photo-copies of certificates/document
• expired documents.

All documents must show the applicant’s name and address. 

Notification of PPS number
Following successful registration, individuals will be advised of 
their new number through the issue of a letter of notification 
sent automatically to the address given on the application 
form within three to five working days.
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Contact
Please do not hesitate to call a member of our team to discuss 
further.

Jillian O’sullivan
Partner
T +353 (0)1 680 5850
E jillian.osullivan@ie.gt.com

Offices in Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Galway, 
Kildare, Limerick and Longford. 

www.grantthornton.ie                   

@GrantThorntonIE              
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